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ABSTRACT

This paper proposes to present 1) the development of authentic folk culture into a source of income
for cultural tourism management at Thai Boeng Khoksalung Community in Lopburi province; 2) Relationships
of capital dynamics at Thai Boeng Khoksalung, including cultural capital, economic capital, social capital and
symbolic capital; 3) Analysis of capital conversion process in instigating and catalysing both cultural tourism
and cultural sustainability of the community. Ethnographic research approach conducted at Thai Boeng
Khoksalung (Phatthana Nikhom district, Lopburi province) included in-depth interviews and observation, both
participant and non-participant. Research participants comprised cultural leaders, cultural sages, elderly,
youth and ordinary people. The study offers an in-depth examination of Pierre Bourdieu's theoretical
framework on the capital forms. Results reveal that Thai Boeng Khoksalung community started to develop
their cultural tourism from their cultural revitalisation, dating back to the construction period of Pa Sak
Cholasit Dam located in the same district of the community. Social cohesion within the community has been
built on their revitalised folk culture. Economic and sociocultural changes have resulted in the community's
cultural revitalisation, and subsequently, the community's cultural tourism at present. Cultural capital has
been converted into economic capital, social capital and symbolic capital. This conversion of capital has
enhanced the community residents' overall quality of life and also, ratified their power in negotiations, or

bargaining power, when dealing with external forces in today's competitive market environment.

Keywords : Cultural tourism ; Cultural capital ; Thai Boeng Khoksalung
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